
LOS ALAMOS 
. АНТ А 1"1: . HI:W ... 1t~I<:O 

Dr. Enrlсо Ferm1 
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Dear FerlU1: 
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М.у 25 , 194~ 

1 wanted to report t o you оп the qU8atlon о! the гаМо
actively роlЗ0под (аода, both Ьесаи80 thero аге 80ШО stops that 
1 ЬаУО tak:on. впд bocauso Edward Teller Ьав told шо оС tho dlrrl
cu1tles lnto whlch you Ьауо run. 

When 1 wаз 1п Wssh1ngton 1 loarnod that tbe сы1!f оС 
Statf had requested fгош Conant & suшmагу report оп the ш111tаry 
usos о! radloactive meterlals апд that Conant wаз 1п the рГОСОЗ8 
о! colloctlng the mateгlal (аг that report. 1 theretore, w1th 
агоуез' knowledge and approval, dlsсuзsоd with Ыш tbe appllca
tion Whlch sеешеd to из за ргопdslпg , gavo ы1m 8 (о .. polnts о! 
detal1 and зоmо orders о! шаgn1tudе. 1 гаlа0д tho questlon о! 
what ateps. оrrепзlvе anд defenslve, зhоuld Ье taken 1п thls 
connectlon. It 18 ту орlпl0П. anд lt _аз also Сопant'з, that 
the defens1ve теаsuгез would ргоЬаЫу preclude our carrylng out 
the method оuгзеlvез effect1vely. and therefore 1 8sked that lп 
Ые report the questlon of po11cy Ье Г81зед аз to whlch о! the8e 
11пез _е should pr1mar11y follow . ТЬ1з report, апд уои will 
undoub tedly have he8rd о! it 1п other соnnесtiопз, 18 to 10 
d1rectly to General Marsha11 80 that 1t _111 ЬаУе author1tat1 •• 
l! not expert сопзldегаtlоп. I Ьоре to d1зсuзз the que.tlon 
further when Conant v1зltз Ьеге lп ten dауз. 

I а180 р1ап to go lnto the matter 8 11ttle 8Or8 ~ 
w1 th Нат11 ton. 81 though о! соигее only оп the pbJ.lol~. 
Ав уои know. he has а1гваду таде зtudlе. о! tne .~ti .. ~ 
арреагз to offer the h1ghезt prom18e,and Ье .жpre .... bI8 
wl11iпgпезз to 100k 1nto thезе questlon. 8Qr. tul1J. l ~ 
that 1 сап do thls wlthout 1n 8.n1 .. ,. in41oatll18 t:ibe ....... _ 
our lпtегезt, but lt 8111 Ье 80" tl ... perbapa tbr88 • 
ЬеГоге I get to 8ее hlш. 

1 under.tand the d1ft1cult1 •• tb ~:·i:'L~IL"Рu::~_1а~~:::-1 
gettlog th18 8ubject developed w1thout 10-
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